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How lucky have | been? Coming back to a place which | have such great memories of during a time of further improvements — new

admin building. When | arrived to meet with Luke during Week 9 | could not believe the amazing changes which had taken place,

grounds, classrooms, hall. Then | was informed that the only place | recognised, the admin area, was awaiting a transformation. You

must all be so proud of the facilities which you and your children

get to share.

In Week 11 there was a lot going on in prep for the renovations, for example the relocation of the admin area into the Yr 5/6 classroom. It
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was a smooth transition as Luke had planned this extremely well and the staff worked really well together in a cooperative way. Work
commenced late during Week 11 and has continued during the holiday period. The staff and students have returned to a very active
work site with a proposed finish date of the end of Week 2. | would like to thank the staff for their cooperation, input, help and patience
during this period of change.

The facilities aren’t the only thing that have impressed me during my time here — the staff have been extremely welcoming and helpful.
The students have been amazing — you should be really proud of them as they way they interact when you converse with them is
excellent. They are genuine in their interest in you and therefore carry out warm and friendly conversations.

During Week 11 we hosted the Kenyan Dance group - this was a great opportunity to engage with another culture and celebrate
diversity. The way our students participated and engaged in the dances displayed a level of confidence and maturity.

On a personal note, | was humbled on the Friday afternoon of week 11 when | received a visit from 3 young men whom | had the
pleasure of teaching many, many years ago — thanks Nick, Joel and Clinton — you made my trip!!

During the holidays an arborists undertook work on the tree in the playground — ensuring its safety and longevity, as mentioned — the
builders maintained their progress, our school was well represented by staff and students as they laid a wreath at the Yorketown ANZAC
Day Ceremony — an action that will take on even more relevance to our senior class as they take part in a visit to the Canberra War
Memorial as part of their Canberra Trip. Again, | was impressed that staff and students were quick to take up the invitation to attend the
service and represent the school.

This week we have welcomed Keyara Tucker (Mon & Tues) and Ash Biddell (Wed, Thur, Fri) as teachers of the Yr 3/4 class. (We also
thank Ngaire Bernhardt as she is assisting during Week 1). Luke is planning an opportunity for the Yr 3/4 parents to catch up with there
new teachers as part of week 3 Parent/Teacher interviews.

Attached to the newsletter is a letter from CESA regarding the upcoming election that we have been asked to share.

I'd like to ask you to keep the Catholic Church and its leaders in your prayers and thoughts as they embark on the process of appointing
a new Pope.

Again, sincere thanks for the privilege of returning to St Columba’s — I've loved it.
Regards
Peter Shearer

View this article online to read more



Letter from Archbishop

Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide
Archbishop of Adelaide

11® April 2025
20250411:002:L:POR

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ
Re: Federal Election, 3" May 2025
Grace and peace, I hope this note finds you well.
As you may be aware the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has released an Election Statement

2025 - “Called to bring hope in the Year of Jubilee’. Please click the link to access the Election
Statement Election Statement 2025

Our faith calls us to engage in democracy, to build, in the words of Pope St John Paul II,
“a civilisation of love” and to contribute “to the good of society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity,
and freedom”.

This election coincides with the Holy Year of Jubilee, themed ‘Pilgrims of Hope.” Pope Francis
reminds us that “all of us have received the gift and task of bringing hope wherever hope has been
lost, lives broken, promises unkept, dreams shattered, and hearts overwhelmed by adversity.”

To bring hope, we must first become people of hope; as Pope Benedict XVI declared: “The one
who has hope lives differently.” The Jubilee reminds us that voting is not just a civic duty but an
opportunity to advance the common good and pave the way for hope.

With this in mind, we call to our consciousness the 54,000 young people educated in our Catholic
schools, the 20,000 people supported by Centacare Catholic Community Services, those who we
reach out to in prisons, hospitals and nursing homes and those who are in need of the basics of
shelter and food. It is important that we continue to advance the common good in these areas.

Education is always a prominent topic in election campaigns and the National Catholic Education
Commission, together with Catholic Education SA, has identified key issues and priorities for our
school communities. Underlying these priorities is the recognition that Catholic schools save
taxpayers billions of dollars and ease pressure on government-run schools. To remain sustainable,
we need the government to provide continued policy stability and funding certainty.

I encourage you to find out as much as possible about your local candidates’ views on issues that

we, as Catholics, are compelled to uphold, including the sanctity of life, caring for the vulnerable,
support for families, fostering a just society and responsible stewardship of God’s creation.

In Domino,

+ tatj O'fogoV

+Patrick O’Regan
Archbishop of Adelaide

Catholic Diocesan Centre, 39 Wakefield Street, Adelaide SA 5000
GPO Box 1364, Adelaide SA 5001 ‘ (08) 8210 8210 | E: archbishop@adelaide.catholic.org.au



https://www.catholic.au/s/article/Election-Statement-2025
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OzHarvest
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Our school has been lucky enough to receive a huge parcel of food tech equipment from OzHarvest to support the 'FEAST' program.

We have received $1300 worth of equipment, and will also receive a $350 Woolworths voucher to spend on ingredients to support the
program. The FEAST program will be rolled out across the school in our food tech lessons, and will also support learning within the
school garden and Green Space. FEAST aims to incorporate sustainability and food waste prevention into schools, encouraging students
to have a connection with food preparation, and will build on our existing foundation of kitchen and gardening understanding, and safety

procedures.

This is a really exciting opportunity to extend our already flourishing Food Tech program, and support students to further increase their

knowledge and experience in the kitchen and the garden.

View this article online to read more



Mother's Day

BREAKFAST
® L 8

Friday, May 9th
/.30 AM

Join us in the school hall to
celebrate all our mums or other
special women in our lives for
Mothers Day.

Please RSVP by Tuesday 6" of May
On 8852 7700 or info@scms.catholic.edu.au

View this article online to read more



Nature Studio

| ®
where art meet
environment

Wills Creek Conservation Park

;
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Saturday May 3rd - get your vote in then come and create with us! Featuring artist Alexandra Burford and ecologist Andre Oritz. Nature
Studio is a free community art event which invites people of all ages and abilities to celebrate their local landscape through art. Working
alongside an experienced local artist mentor, participants are invited to bring drawing or painting equipment, cameras or tablets and to
create a piece of art which responds to the environment and the artist's connection to place. A selection of art materials will also be

available for trial on the day alongside a coffee van - lunch provided.
Register for the Free event here: https://www.countryarts.org.au/wp/?ff_landing=85

View this article online to read more



Nharangga Cultural Day

NHARANGGA @)

ULTURAL DAY

SUNDAY ATHMAY - MINLAGAW! - GUM FLAT RESERVE
10.38AM-2PM (GORNER, OF OLD PORT VINCENT AND GUM FLAT ROADS, MINLATON

OWELCOME TOCOUNTRY-—  © GUIDED WALKS ©-FACE PAINTING

O SMOKING CEREMONY © TOOLS & ARTEFACTS O BUSH FOODS

o NHARANGGA SONG © CARING FOR COUNTRY © FREEENTRY & ACTIVITIES
O DANGE WORKSHOPS O ARTISTS' MARKET O SOME ITEMS FOR SALE
DCPANEL DISCUSSION SESSION © CRAFT © AND MORE!

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: EVENTS HUMANITIX COM/NHARANGGA-CULTURAL-DAY-2025

Sunday May 4th brings a chance to visit the Minlagawi Gum Flat Reserve and learn about Nharangga science, knowledge, skills, culture
and caring for Country. The day will include a dance performance, footy clinic, guided walks, Nharangga Artist Market, live music, a panel
session and much more.

Let us know you'll attend here - https://events.humanitix.com/nharangga-cultural-day-2025?hxchl=mkt-loc&hxref=australia%2Fkadina

View this article online to read more
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